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like the Armouchiquoys, and are the greatest speech-
makers on earth. Nothing is done without speeches.
Father Biard went to see them twice, and (as he did
everywhere) prayed God in their presence, and
showed them some pictures and tokens of our faith,
which they willingly kissed, having their children
make the sign of the holy Cross, and presenting them
to him for his blessing: they listened with great at-
tention and respect to what was told them. The
trouble [181] was, that they have an altogether differ-
ent language, and a Savage had to serve as inter-
preter, who, knowing very little of the Christian Re-
ligion, nevertheless acquitted himself with credit in
the eyes of the other Savages; and to look at his face
and hear his talk, he played the Doctor very grandly;
whether successfully or not, I cannot tell.

We were at Kinibequi until the fourth or fifth of
November, a season already too advanced to go on
any farther, according to our first intention; hence
sieur de Biencourt set out upon his return, thinking
it the lesser evil to endure Winter and want at Port
Royal, comfortably lodged and warm, awaiting God’s
mercy, than to risk passage upon the sea in this
stormy season, being now among Barbarians and
enemies, with [182] famine to fear besides; for our
provisions began to be very scarce: therefore we
turned towards Pentegoet, on our way back to Port
Royal.

At Pentegoet we found an assemblage of eighty
canoes of Savages, and a boat, in all about three hun-
dred souls. Thence we passed on to the Island of
Ste. Croix, where Platrier gave us two barrels of peas
or beans; they both proved a very great boon to us.

Here Father Biard begged sieur de Biencour to let



